
!! !!
Dear Vineyard family,!!
I have the difficult task of writing to you about The Woo’s relationship with the Vineyard in light of the 
recent "Pastoring LGBT Persons" Position Paper (further referred to as the PP).  I have been 
empowered by The Woo’s Board of Elders to speak on behalf of our church—and having talked with 
many of our members about this—I believe I can do so accurately.  Out of respect for the Vineyard, I 
want to be as thorough in our communication as possible, so this letter is a bit lengthy.!!!
First of all, many thanks!!
However, before I get into that, I first want to state very clearly that I, and The Woo, deeply love the 
Vineyard.  The Vineyard has been my primary spiritual family for fifteen years, almost all of my adult 
life.  Many people in the Vineyard have been my models and teachers about such things as the Holy 
Spirit, the Father’s love, worship, physical and emotional healing, and equipping the saints for the 
works of ministry.  Additionally, The Woo would not exist had I not been steeped in the Vineyard’s 
heart for church planting and trained through the Vineyard’s church planting system and the 
Vineyard Leadership Institute.  Beyond that, so many amazing people in the Vineyard have 
encouraged and supported me in my life of faith and in my job as pastor, I’m not sure where I would 
be without them.  The Woo and I owe so much to you all that we could never repay.  Thank you!!!!
Strong traditional beliefs are fine with us!!
The Woo has been able to live in the tension of knowing that the Vineyard leadership believes that 
same-sex relationships are a sin—clearly articulated in the current National Director’s letter dated 
May 1, 2013—while we, The Woo, have members and leaders who are openly in same-sex 
relationships.  We have been able to live with this tension because The Woo has decided that we will 
allow for a diverse range of views about same-sex relationships within our church.  We are trying our 
hardest to make sure that Jesus, not our personal beliefs on doctrines such as this, holds us 
together.  And surprisingly, after the first wave of emotion around this topic passed through our 
church, I have heard from people on both the left and right doctrinal extremes, that they really 
appreciate being in a church with people on the “other side”.!!!
Stigmatization!!
That said, one struggle we have had with the Vineyard these last few years is its continuation of 
what feels like the sin that the National Director’s letter said the Vineyard repents of and renounces. 
Namely, “picking out one sin  that is stigmatized above others”.  We appreciate the letter 1

acknowledging that, historically, LGBTQ people have experienced stigmatization more than others.  
And yet, statements about their relationships being a sin seem to be the only statements the 
Vineyard has made in the last few years.   Thus, we have wished that the Vineyard would refrain 2

from making what seems like stigmatizing statements.!
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 As the Vineyard and some at The Woo would label same-sex relationships.1

 We have also noted what felt like the stigmatization of LGBTQ people by speakers in Vineyard 2

conferences, though we understand that the speakers did not necessarily represent the Vineyard.
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Our bigger concern!!
But more than that, The Woo has been very concerned with the policies created in the PP.  Our 
sense is that these policies do not line up with the Bible’s theology of the Gospel, as well as the 
church’s mission to help those outside the church connect with Jesus.!!!
Some inspiration from the Bible!!
The book of Galatians, Chapter 2, informs our thinking here.  Paul publicly confronts Peter for both 
trying to “rebuild the law” and for distancing himself from the Gentiles (and the Gentiles from the 
church).  It is a bold move by Paul, but it makes sense because the stakes were,!!
• Paul’s understanding of the Gospel, which was that followers of Jesus do not need to also follow 

the Bible’s laws, neither before nor after they come to Jesus—except the law of “loving your 
neighbor as yourself” (which he says sums up the law)—but instead they should focus on letting 
the Spirit guide them, and!!

• the inclusion of the outsiders of the day (and all outsiders to come) into the church. !!!
To be clear!!
It seems to us that the hard-and-fast rules that the PP creates for LGBTQ people in Vineyard 
churches is akin to rebuilding the law (i.e., creating an inflexible law for people to follow in addition to 
following Jesus).  It also seems that the PP fails to keep the law of “loving your neighbor as yourself”.  
Of course the “loving” law is a radical philosophy, difficult to apply all the time.  Still, it seems helpful 
to view the PP through that lens.  If I were gay, I imagine I would feel very hurt, not loved or helped, 
by the PP.   It would be as if I were told that I was welcome but then directed to sit in the back, 3

restricted to “the court of the Gentiles”, if you will.  It is deeply meaningful to us that this is how most 
LGBTQ members of our church felt when they learned of the restrictions the PP mandated for them.  
Moreover, from our point of view, it seems very likely that this PP will greatly hinder LGBTQ people, 
and the ever-growing group of A’s (Allies), from even setting foot into Vineyard churches.  We can’t 
imagine this PP is part of Jesus’ plan to connect with all of these people, and all who will come after 
them.!!!
Slow to speak!!
The Woo has held its tongue about the Vineyard’s public statements, and even these theologically 
and missiologically cumbersome policies. Nor have we spoken up about how our church has felt 
ostracized by some in the wider Vineyard community, seemingly in response to the ways we were 
loving and connecting with the LGBTQ community in Worcester or because of our relationship with 
other pastors that were doing the same in their communities.  I mention all this because it gives 
some context to this letter.  Despite a lot of difficulties, The Woo has decidedly remained in the 
Vineyard, though admittedly, at times we have wavered.!!
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 Granted, the PP clearly says that its intended audience is Vineyard pastors rather than LGBTQ people.  3

However, since the PP is the first result on Google when searching “Vineyard LGBT” (an excerpt of Phil’s 
letter on Wikipedia is the second), it is the first thing that most LGBTQ people will see when looking to 
find out if they would be welcome in a Vineyard church.  As sad as that is, we think it actually is good that 
the LGBTQ community has full disclosure of the Vineyard’s beliefs and policies from the outset.
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A time to speak!!
The tipping point is that, it seems to us, the PP virtually removes the ability of Vineyard pastors to 
actually pastor LGBTQ people.  The PP mandates on a national level what pastors are allowed to do 
with individuals in unique situations.  Simple decisions like whose wedding I will officiate,  were 4

made complex.   More perplexing, complex decisions like who can lead and how, were 5

oversimplified.  Placing a cap on someone’s leadership level because they are in a same-sex 
relationship means that I cannot, in good conscience, allow them to get started along the path of 
leadership (which for us starts with volunteering on a Sunday team), knowing that for them to 
continue down it, they would be required to end the relationship they are in, regardless of how 
otherwise godly or healthy it is.  Our difficulties with the Vineyard now go beyond what we think is the 
stigmatization of LGBTQ people’s relationships, our differing views on theology and mission, and our 
personal hurts.  Real lives and relationships are on the line and The Woo cannot avoid dealing with 
this just because it is difficult or because we love the Vineyard.!!!
A related story!!
I recently heard a story from a close friend.  He told me that though it was acceptable for him to get 
married in his church after divorcing his wife (after many years of irreconcilable differences that could 
possibly be labeled emotional abuse, but not infidelity or abandonment), he is now disqualified from 
pastoral leadership.  This was painful, not because he is one of the most faithful, servant-hearted, 
and gifted people in that church (he is all of that in my opinion), but rather because his church was 
unwilling to take the uniqueness of his situation into account.  Without common sense or 
compassion, they allowed a broad policy to dictate God’s calling on his life in their church.  He 
mentioned that he could have had children with fifty different women, and yet, as long as he never 
married any of them, he would technically still be allowed to be a pastor.!!!
Driving the point home!!
At the moment, the Vineyard does not have a policy that would restrict me from performing the 
wedding of this friend or restrict him from leading in a Vineyard church.  But we now have a PP that 
creates opportunities for equally ridiculous scenarios.  To give an extreme example, as a Vineyard 
pastor, I would be allowed to perform the wedding of an unrepentant murderer, as long as he or she 
were marrying someone of the opposite sex.  However, the Vineyard would not allow me to perform 
the wedding of two women that are faithfully following Jesus.  I can imagine Vineyard leaders saying 
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 I used to be very concerned about the weddings I was asked to officiate.  I would see major problems in 4

a couple’s relationship and wonder whether those problems were too big, or too much against my 
understanding of the Bible, for me to perform their wedding.  But in the last few years, I have become 
convinced that officiating weddings is not part of the Bible’s job description for pastors.  Also, I have seen 
couples with major problems at the time of their wedding find a way to resolve them in their marriage.  
Thus, the only restrictions I now have on whose wedding I will perform are based on practical, not moral, 
considerations.  This has made the decision about whom I will marry much simpler.

 Stating that Vineyard pastors are allowed to be pro-legalization of same-sex marriage; do child 5

dedications of same-sex parents; and baptize, give communion to, and accept into church membership 
people in same-sex relationships—as well as let them serve at the highest level of church leadership as 
long as they are not licensed or ordained—does not make sense to me when Vineyard pastors are not 
allowed to perform same-sex weddings.  The issue is further complicated by references in the PP to 
heterosexual divorce and remarriage possibly being in the same boat as same-sex weddings.
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that I shouldn’t do either, but the fact remains that only one of these weddings is actually restricted 
by the Vineyard; only one of them would actually get me disaffiliated.  !!!
Thinking like a missionary!!
Over the years, I have faced wedding scenarios that were just as charged as these examples, or at 
least they were for me at the time.  I remember going to a Vineyard leader for counsel during one of 
these, which is a normal part of my discerning process in difficult situations.  I was given the advice 
to think of myself as a missionary and go ahead and officiate the wedding as a way to bring God into 
the couple’s relationship as much as possible, as well as establish a relationship with them in which I 
could be their go-to pastor.  As I have talked about this with other pastors, I have found that almost 
all of them have felt led to do weddings that they weren’t totally comfortable with.  I call this a 
“missionary officiation”, which I learned in my missiological training is actually standard protocol for 
pastors or missionaries in polygamous cultures.  I honestly am not sure if I have always made the 
right choices, but I do believe I have tried my best to make the most loving, Spirit-led, and wise 
choices, and I am glad I have had the freedom to do so up until now.!!!
Summing it up!!
We are not arguing against the Vineyard’s preferred exegetical interpretations of the Bible’s 
references to same-sex relationships.   What we are strongly arguing against is the Vineyard’s 6

decision to!!
• hamper us from connecting with the LGBTQ community and their Allies by making statements that 

will keep many of them from visiting our church,!!
• alienate our LGBTQ members by repeatedly speaking against their relationships and by adding 

restrictions on their participation in our church, which essentially create additional laws, laws that 
seem to violate the law of “loving your neighbor as yourself”, and!!

• determine how pastors are allowed to be led by the Holy Spirit in their local churches.!!!
A bold plea!!
In light of that, though we fully admit we have no natural authority to make such a plea, we ask that 
the Vineyard consider rescinding this PP.  We think that by keeping this PP the Vineyard is at risk of 
losing much more than whatever it might be gaining.!!!
Nothing but love!!
Having said all that, we want the Vineyard to know that regardless of what is done—just as Paul said 
of Peter in Galatians, Chapter 2—we truly believe that Jesus has effectively used, and will continue 
to effectively use, the Vineyard for many people!  I count myself as one those who has been forever 
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 That is not to say that I find them entirely convincing.  Also, the fact that a number of folks that post on 6

the Society of Vineyard Scholars Forum have lots of questions about the PP—most of whom seem to 
agree with the Vineyard’s belief that same-sex relationships are a sin—makes me think that it is quite 
reasonable to dispute the arguments in the PP.
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changed for the good because of the Vineyard.  Thus, we will publicly and privately bless and pray 
for the Vineyard to become even more effective and fruitful.!!!
A sad but necessary decision!!
Still The Woo must follow the Lord’s call for us!!
• to help all of the people in our community connect with Jesus,!!
• to follow our understanding of the “Good News” Gospel of Jesus, and !!
• to be led by the Holy Spirit even if that direction is in opposition to the Vineyard’s national policies.  !!
In the softly spoken words of Martin Luther at the Diet of Worms, “Here I stand; I can do no other.  
God help me.  Amen.”  If God leads the Vineyard to rescind the PP, The Woo may find its way back 
into the Vineyard, but as things are, we sense that God is leading us to disaffiliate.  !!!
A request!!
Even though we feel led to part ways with the Vineyard, we would like to leave as friends.  We are 
planning on publicly honoring and blessing the Vineyard as a church.  If it is possible, we would also 
like the Vineyard to bless and release The Woo.  My sense is that having the Vineyard’s blessing 
would be humbling, healing, and helpful for our church in many ways, and maybe for the Vineyard as 
well.  I also think that an exchange of blessings would be one way of answering Jesus’ prayer in 
John 17, that even considering our differences, we “may be one”.!!!
With Love,!!
Lucas Glenn!
Pastor of The Woo!!
P.O. Box 3285!
Worcester, Ma 01603
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